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TAGS: ETRD, MTN 

SUBJECT: GROUP AGRICULTURE REVIEW OF STANDARDS CODE: DISCUSSION 
WITH NORDICS 

REF: STATE 019371 

1 . US MTN DEL (NEWKIRK) MET WITH NORDIC DEL (STALBERG) 

AND PRESENTED US POSITION ON UPCOMING GROUP AGRICULTURE 
REVIEW OF THE DRAFT STANDARDS CODE ALONG LINES 
OF REFTEL. STALBERG, WHO WILL BE SPOKESMAN FOR THE 
NORDICS ON THIS ISSUE IN GROUP AGRICULTURE, INDICATED 
THAT THEY HAVE NOT YET DEVELOPED A POSITION FOR 
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THE REVIEW BUT THAT HE IS RETURNING TO STOCKHOLM 
AT THE END OF THIS WEEK TO PARTICIPATE IN A TECHNICAL 
AGRICULTURAL REVIEW OF THE DRAFT CODE. SPEAKING PER- 
SONALLY, HOWEVER, HE SAID HE WAS ATTRACTED TO THE 
PROCEDURAL IDEAS IN THE US SCENARIO. NOTING 
THAT THE QUESTION OF APPLICABILITY OF THE DRAFT STAN- 
DARDS CODE TO AGRICULTURE PRODUCTS SHOULD BE DEFERRED 
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TO A LATER STAGE IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. STALBERG INFORMED 
US THAT THE NORDICS WILL HAVE NO POSITION ON THIS ISSUE 
AT THE UPCOMING MEETING, BUT HOPE TO FORMULATE A POSI- 
TION TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE GROUP AGRICULTURE'S TECHNI- 
CAL DISCUSSIONS. HE HYPOTHESIZED THAT BY USING THE US 
"PROBLEMS" APPROACH TO REVIEW THE CODE, THE NUMBER OF 
PROBLEMS RAISED BY OTHER DELEGATIONS COULD BE AN INDI- 
CATION OF WHETHER THEY WANT AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS TO 
BE COVERED BY THE CODE. STALBERG AGREED THAT PROBLEM 
AREAS UNCOVERED BY GROUP AGRICULTURE SHOULD BE RECORDED 
AND FORWARDED TO THE STANDARDS SUBGROUP FOR ITS CONSID 
ERATION. ALTHOUGH STALBERG DID NOT KNOW WHAT SPECIFIC 
PROBLEMS THE NORDIC DELEGATION MAY RAISE IN THE AGRICUL- 
TURAL REVIEW, HE DID RAISE TWO POSSIBLE ISSUES: (A) COM- 
PATIBILITY OF CODEX ALIMENTARIOUS PROCEDURES WHEN A SIG- 
NATORY FAILS TO FOLLOW A CODEX STANDARD WITH THOSE OF 
THE X DRAFT STANDARDS CODE AND (B) WHETHER "PROCESSES" 

ARE TO BE INCLUDED IN THE CODE'S COVERAGE. HE CONCEDED 
THAT THE LATTER IS A KEY ISSUE ON WHETHER AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS WOULD BE SUBJECT TO THE CODE, BUT OBSERVED 
THAT THE IMPLICATIONS OF INCLUDING "PROCESSES" GO BE- 
YOND AGRICULTURE. STALBERG QUERIED WHETHER A GATT 
SECRETARIAT PAPER PREPARED FOR THE 3E GROUP 
(MTN/3EAV/26) WOULD BE RELEVANT TO THE UPCOMING MEET- 
ING. STALBERG SUGGESTED THAT THE GROUP TROPICAL PRODUCTS 
"RUBBER STAMP" GROUP AGRICULTURE S REVIEW OF THE CODE 
AND NOT UNDERTAKE A SEPARATE EXERCISE ON ITS OWN. 

2. DEFINITIONS: STALBERG SAID THAT THE REVISED BERG- 
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HOLM PAPER ON DEFINITIONS SHOULD BE AVAILABLE BY FEBRU- 
ARY 21. HE AFFIRMED THAT THE NORDIC DELEGATION WAS TAK- 
ING A MORE PRAGMATIC APPROACH TO DEFINITIONS AND FAVORS 
USING HYPOTHESIS B WITH AN EXPLANATION REGARDING THE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE DRAFT CODE S DEFINITIONS AND 
THE ISO/ECE DEFINITIONS. STALBERG INFORMED US THAT 
BERGHOLM IS NO LONGER WORKING FOR THE FINNISH STANDARDS 
ASSOCIATION AND IS NOW EMPLOYED BY THE FINNISH GOVERN- 
MENT IN THE STANDARDS AREA AND WILL CONTINUE TO BE IN- 
VOLVED IN THIS EXERCISE. CULBERT 
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